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the State Department, or a copy of public 
record of death in the foreign country. 

6. If you cannot obtain any of the above 
evidence, you must submit other convincing 
evidence to ORA such as the signed state-
ments of two or more people with personal 
knowledge of the death, giving the place, 
date, and cause of death. 

II. One Document as Evidence of Your 
Parent-Child Relationship Natural Parent 

1. A certified copy of a birth certificate 
that shows you to be the deceased eligible in-
dividual’s parent. 

2. A certified acknowledgment in writing 
signed by you before the eligible individual’s 
death. 

3. Any other evidence which reasonably 
supports a finding of such a parent-child re-
lationship, such as a certified copy of the 
public record of birth or a religious record 
showing that you were the informant and 
were named as the parent of the deceased eli-
gible individual. 

4. Affidavits or sworn statements of per-
sons who know that you had accepted the de-
ceased eligible individual as his or her child. 

5. Information obtained from a public 
agency or public records, such as school or 
welfare agencies, which shows that with the 
deceased eligible individual’s knowledge, you 
were named as parent. 

Adoptive Parent 

1. A certified copy of the decree of adoption 
and such other evidence as may be nec-
essary. 

2. In jurisdictions where petition must be 
made to the court for release of such docu-
ments or information, or where release of 
such documents or information is prohibited, 
a revised birth certificate showing the per-
son as the deceased eligible individual’s par-
ent will suffice. 

III. Identification 

A document with your current legal name 
and address. For example, you might send a 
bank or financial statement, or a monthly 
utility bill. Submit either a notarized copy 
or an original that you do not need back. 

IV. One Document of Date of Birth 

A certified copy of a birth certificate or a 
copy of another record of birth that has been 
certified by the custodian of the records. For 
example, you might send a copy of a reli-
gious record which shows your date of birth, 
or a hospital birth record. If you do not have 
any record of your birth, the Administrator 
will accept affidavits of two or more persons 
attesting to the date of your birth. 

If your notification letter says that the So-
cial Security Administration has confirmed 
your date of birth, you do not have to send 
any further evidence of your birth date. 

V. One Document of Name Change 

If your current legal last name is the same 
as the last name of the deceased eligible in-
dividual this section does not apply. 

This section is only required for persons 
whose current legal last name is different 
from the last name of the deceased eligible. 

1. A certified copy of the public record of 
marriage. 

2. A certified copy of the divorce decree. 
3. A certified copy of the court order of a 

name change. 
4. Affidavits or sworn statements of two or 

more persons attesting to the name change. 

VI. One Document of Evidence of 
Guardianship 

If you are executing this document for the 
person identified as eligible, you must sub-
mit evidence of your authority. 

If you are the legally-appointed guardian, 
committee, or other legally-designated rep-
resentative of such an individual, the evi-
dence shall be a certificate executed by the 
proper official of the court appointment. 

If you are not such a legally-designated 
representative, the evidence shall be an affi-
davit describing your relationship to the re-
cipient or the extent to which you have the 
care of the recipient or your position as an 
officer of the institution in which the recipi-
ent is institutionalized. 
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§ 75.1 Definitions. 
(a) Terms used in this part shall have 

the meanings set forth in 18 U.S.C. 2257, 
and as provided in this section. The 
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